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Abstract

This article aims to understand how accounting practices are socially constituted and mobilized
in the daily lives of artisanal fishermen on Marajé Island. Accounting literature tends to
marginalize knowledge originating from outside institutionalized spaces, particularly
knowledge linked to oral tradition, ancestry, and traditional territories. Research on accounting
practices in Amazonian contexts is scarce, which hinders the recognition of plural rationalities
and limits epistemological advances in the field. This study broadens the epistemological scope
of accounting by valuing historically marginalized knowledge. By demonstrating how
traditional communities organize their productive activities based on their own management
principles, the study contributes to recognizing legitimate forms of accounting practice that
remain largely invisible, particularly in peripheral contexts. The article provides a framework
for rethinking accounting on pluralistic bases and proposes including local epistemologies in
research, professional training, and curriculum development. Thus, it contributes to critiquing
rational-instrumental hegemony and strengthening accounting practices sensitive to territories
and communities. The study employed a qualitative methodology based on oral history as a
research strategy and content analysis as an analytical technique. Data were collected through

interviews with artisanal fishermen from Marajo Island, respecting their ways of life, languages,
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and forms of knowledge transmission. Two analytical categories were identified: accounting as
empirical and adaptive knowledge and accounting as ancestral knowledge. The fishermen use
their own accounting knowledge, which is linked to oral tradition, experience, and community
life. This knowledge fulfills the functions of controlling, planning, and organizing fishing
activities. These practices adapt dynamically to context; for example, the rhythm of the tides
structures catch schedules. The findings suggest situated accounting, which has a structure that
differs from that provided by normative models. Situated accounting articulates empirical and
contextual knowledge with everyday management. This study contributes to the debate on
decolonizing accounting by recognizing legitimate forms of management in community
contexts.

Keywords: situated accounting, traditional knowledge, artisanal fishing, oral history,

decolonization of accounting.
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Contabilidade da pesca artesanal enquanto pratica situada, oral e ancestral

Resumo

O objetivo deste artigo foi compreender como as praticas contdbeis sdo socialmente
constituidas e mobilizadas no cotidiano de pescadores artesanais da llha do Marajo. A

literatura contébil marginaliza os saberes fora dos espacos institucionalizados, especialmente
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aqueles vinculados a oralidade, a ancestralidade e aos territdrios tradicionais. Nesse cenario,
ainda sdo escassas as investigacles sobre praticas contabeis em contextos amazonicos, o que
impede o0 reconhecimento de racionalidades plurais e limita o avanco epistemoldgico da area.
A pesquisa amplia o escopo epistemoldgico da contabilidade, valorizando saberes
historicamente silenciados. Ao evidenciar que as comunidades tradicionais organizam suas
atividades produtivas segundo principios proprios de gestdo, o estudo contribui para o
reconhecimento de formas legitimas de pratica contabil ainda pouco visibilizadas, sobretudo
em contextos periféricos. O artigo oferece subsidios para repensar a contabilidade em bases
plurais, propondo a inclusé@o de epistemologias locais na pesquisa, na formacéo profissional e
na elaboracdo de curriculos. Contribui, assim, para a critica a hegemonia racional-
instrumental e para o fortalecimento de praticas contdbeis sensiveis aos territorios e
coletividades. A metodologia utilizada foi uma abordagem qualitativa, com base na historia
oral como estratégia metodoldgica e na analise de contedo como técnica analitica. Os dados
foram coletados por meio de entrevistas com pescadores artesanais da Ilha de Marajo,
respeitando seus modos de vida, linguagens e formas de transmissé@o de saberes. Identificamos
duas categorias analiticas: a contabilidade como saber empirico e adaptativo, e a
contabilidade como saber ancestral. Os pescadores mobilizam saberes contabeis préprios,
vinculados a oralidade, a experiéncia e a convivéncia comunitaria que cumprem funcdes de
controle, planejamento e organizacdo da atividade pesqueira. Essas praticas se ajustam
dinamicamente ao contexto: o ritmo das marés estrutura calendarios de captura, por exemplo.
Os achados sugerem uma contabilidade situada de estrutura distinta daquelas previstas pelos
modelos normativos, articulando saberes empiricos e contextuais a gestdo cotidiana. O estudo
contribui para o debate sobre a decolonizacdo da contabilidade, reconhecendo formas

legitimas de gestdo em contextos populares.
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Palavras-chave: contabilidade situada, saberes tradicionais, pesca artesanal, historia oral,

decolonizagéo da contabilidade.

1 INTRODUCTION

Accounting is a social practice that takes different forms depending on the context in
which it is applied. Rather than being a set of universal techniques, it is constructed through
interaction with the ways of life, values, and knowledge of each community (Ahrens &
Chapman, 2007; Fukofuka et al., 2023). Understanding accounting from this perspective
requires recognizing that it constitutes everyday spaces where knowledge is constructed
through coexistence, experience, and memory.

Critical literature has shifted the focus of accounting away from business models
(Sauerbronn et al., 2024) and has broadened recognition of situated forms of accounting related
to oral tradition, experience, and community life. Buhr (2011) and Gallhofer and Chew (2000)
emphasize the importance of recognizing these forms of accounting as legitimate expressions
of knowledge, not as exceptions. They shift the focus from accounting centered exclusively on
formal organizations to a broader, more pluralistic view that values different epistemologies.
This theoretical shift challenges technical universalism, inviting us to acknowledge practices
shaped by locality, memory, and collectivity (Sauerbronn et al., 2024).

From this theoretical perspective, accounting manifests in community contexts where
decisions center on care for the territory, natural cycles, and collective life. According to
Fukofuka and Yong (2023) and Vidwans and Silva (2023), it is crucial to acknowledge that
distinct contexts produce unique economic rationalities, methods of recording and organizing
information, and decision-making processes. These practices possess inherent value and should

not be subordinated to a single model.
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Building on the work of Jayasinghe and Thomas (2009), who proposed the notion of
accounting rooted in specific cultural contexts, as well as Vasconcelos (2025), who discussed
the cultural shift in accounting studies, we reinforce the need to consider local knowledge to
understand the accounting phenomenon. We also draw on Mustafa (2009), who suggests
interpreting accounting based on the practices and meanings constructed by the subjects
themselves rather than only technical references. These theoretical contributions broaden our
view of where and how accounting manifests, enabling us to recognize its presence among
social groups whose knowledge has historically been overlooked.

In Brazil, artisanal fishermen are part of a group of traditional peoples and communities
recognized for their relationship with the territory and their ways of organizing social,
productive, and symbolic life according to Decrees Nos. 6,040/2007 and 8,750/2016 (Brazil,
2007, 2016). In Amazonian communities, such as those on Marajo Island, knowledge of fishing,
gathering, and sharing is learned daily through interaction and observation between generations
(Fernandes & Aguiar, 2020; Silva et al., 2024). This knowledge involves specific forms of
financial organization, control, and planning built through practice and oral tradition.

Furthermore, formal schooling is not always accessible in regions such as the Amazon.
However, this does not prevent complex organizational practices from existing. As Fernandes
et al. (2021) point out, knowledge built up through daily experience has its own density and
circulates through oral tradition, listening, and the body. Narayan and Oru (2024) argue that to
understand these practices, one must abandon universal assumptions and align with local
realities. It is important to recognize and value modes of knowledge production based on
embodied experiences rather than on context-detached norms.

Following Normyle et al. (2023), we argue that recognizing these forms of accounting is
necessary to broaden the field and value practices that fulfill organizational, control, and

management functions on their own terms, even if they are far from technical manuals. Thus,
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we seek to understand how accounting practices are socially constituted and mobilized in the
daily lives of artisanal fishermen on Marajé Island.

This study is justified by the growing appreciation of traditional knowledge in public
policy and academia. In 2024, the Ministry of Fishing and Aquaculture launched the "Saberes
das Aguas" (Knowledge of the Waters) project to connect traditional knowledge with academic
science and strengthen management practices in fishing communities. By investigating
accounting practices in Amazonian artisanal fishing, this research contributes both theoretically
and pragmatically by bringing accounting closer to modes of community organization and
incorporating everyday practices into epistemological debates about their plural nature.

Although other fields have recognized the value of traditional knowledge (Borges et al.,
2008), there is still limited accounting research that engages with these contexts. As Moreira et
al. (2024) point out, artisanal fishermen rely on their own epistemologies, requiring accounting
practices that align with their way of life. Narayan and Oru's (2024) proposal to conceptualize
accounting as a cultural bridge lays the groundwork for expanding this understanding.

This study reinforces theoretical efforts to value diverse epistemologies in accounting
(Gallhofer & Chew, 2000; Buhr, 2011; Fukofuka & Yong, 2023), particularly amid criticism
of the lack of diversity in Brazilian accounting research (Lourenco & Sauerbronn, 2016; Major,
2017; Cintra et al., 2022; Sauerbronn et al., 2024). In this sense, the study contributes to
recognizing situated accounting practices constructed in everyday life that align with the social
and cultural realities of communities.

Theoretically, the research expands the debate on accounting as a social and relational
practice by engaging with authors who advocate for the appreciation of diverse epistemologies
(Gallhofer & Chew, 2000; Ahrens & Chapman, 2007; Fukofuka & Yong, 2023). Incorporating
contributions from Brazilian researchers studying traditional knowledge in Amazonian contexts

(e.g., Fernandes & Aguiar, 2020; Silva et al., 2024) reinforces the importance of
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interdisciplinary dialogue for advancing accounting. Recognizing these voices is essential to
consolidating a more pluralistic accounting field that is sensitive to social realities and open to

collectively constructing knowledge.

2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
2.1  Theorizing Accounting, Practice, and Memory

Criticisms of the traditional conception of accounting, which focuses exclusively on the
business environment, have shown that accounting practices are also constituted in social
contexts that are influenced by specific cultural, political, and economic dynamics (Lourengo
& Sauerbronn, 2016; Major, 2017; Mahameed et al., 2021; Robson & Ezzamel, 2023; Cintra et
al., 2022). Thus, accounting is understood as a situated social practice (Ahrens & Chapman,
2007) — part of a set of social and material practices that guide and are guided by the actions of
individuals. This approach shifts the focus from normative techniques to the meanings that
emerge from local experiences. This allows us to recognize forms of accounting that are rooted
in specific contexts.

In a critical and decolonizing theoretical movement, understanding accounting as a
situated practice means decentering its normativist or positivist character (Sauerbronn et al.,
2024). Specifically, it implies moving supposedly universal and metropolitan practices out of
their central position to combat reductionism and epistemic erasure (Lima et al., 2022).

Studies such as those by Gallhofer and Chew (2000) and Vidwans and Silva (2023) have
reinforced the need to consider historically marginalized accounting knowledge and develop
accounting focused on indigenous peoples, who remain severely underrepresented. Such
research challenges Eurocentric epistemologies that structure the accounting field. The

autonomy, voice, and participation of traditional groups are vital to transforming ethnocentric
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accounting systems that devalue traditional knowledge and favor business and financial
accounting.

In line with this perspective, accounting research conducted in non-Western contexts
shows that accounting practices in indigenous communities, such as those in the Solomon
Islands, incorporate cultural values and local norms as instruments of social responsibility
(Narayan & Oru, 2024). In these settings, accounting transcends financial record-keeping to
articulate spiritual beliefs and local customs (Fiorentina & Jumaide, 2024).

Mustafa (2009) emphasizes that to understand these practices, accounting must be
recognized as knowledge constructed through social interactions and locally attributed
meanings. Mustafa proposes that "accounting knowledge" only acquires real meaning when
interpreted in light of the cultural experiences of its practitioners. This requires attentive
listening to the specific ways of "knowing" and "being" in each context.

The cultural and symbolic dimensions do not eliminate the classic functions of accounting
but rather hybridize them, allowing for their pluralization based on local rationalities.
Consequently, functions such as recording, controlling, planning, and sharing are redefined
according to their meanings in community practices (Jayasinghe & Thomas, 2009; Mustafa,
2009; Heikkila, 2023).

These forms of accounting emerge through collective action, articulating sharing,
decision-making, and daily organization (Martinez & Himick, 2023). This knowledge is
embodied in oral records, mental counts, and free notations organized through family life,
community relations, and ties to the territory (Finau & Scobie, 2022). These forms of
accounting are shaped by life trajectories, local values, and networks of trust, which are often
exercised by individuals outside the formal professional sphere (Fukofuka et al., 2023).

Recognizing these forms as legitimate does not break with tradition in the field. Similar

practices based on oral tradition, experience, and family transmission are also part of business
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accounting history. For example, cases from 19th-century United States reveal immigrant
accountants who passed their occupation on to their children (Roberts, 2020). Meanwhile,
medieval practices, such as those of the Medici Bank and Tuscan companies, highlight the
importance of practical learning and family management in accounting (Antonelli &
Sargiacomo, 2015). This social character of accounting knowledge is still evident today in
succession processes in family businesses (Hillen & Lavarda, 2020), where knowledge
circulates between generations, as well as in traditional communities.

These practices, anchored in everyday life and mediated by simple instruments, reveal
alternative accounting organizational structures and refer to particular forms of knowledge
production, preservation, and transmission. In this sense, recognizing accounting as a situated
practice shaped by specific social and cultural relations brings the practice closer to the notion
of memory as a structure for organizing knowledge in traditional communities. In line with this
approach, we call on local authors to help us understand how these practices are constituted and
reproduced through non-traditional forms of communication, teaching, and standardization.

In Amazonian communities, knowledge does not emerge from written norms or formal
systems but from experience, oral tradition, and intergenerational transmission (Fernandes,
2009; Fernandes et al., 2021). These living practices are rooted in their own cosmologies, where
ancestry and territory form an integrated system of knowledge (Fernandes, 2009; Shiraishi Neto
et al., 2018; Durbes & Ramos, 2021).

The logic of knowledge transmitted through practice, which is present in the history of
accounting, also structures learning in traditional communities. Activities such as fishing,
planting, and production are learned through everyday life experiences and passed down
through oral tradition and shared living spaces (Fernandes & Aguiar, 2020). Vieira et al. (2021)

indicate that this process begins in childhood and develops within the family and community.
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Without formal teaching models, work becomes a space for collective learning and organizing
life (Caetano & Neves, 2014; Silva et al., 2024).

Therefore, recognizing accounting as a social and cultural practice in Amazonian
communities means considering their unique methods of producing and transmitting accounting
knowledge based on memory, oral tradition, and ancestry. Though invisible to institutional
logic, these practices organize the economy and sustain the ways of life of riverine peoples.
These traditions are dynamic and continually updated through coexistence and experience
(Estumano et al., 2022). The know-how that emerges from these practices constitutes legitimate
forms of knowledge, rooted in the territory and community (Tiriba & Fischer, 2015; Buhr,
2011). When recognizing these practices, it is important to avoid romanticizing or reducing
them to passivity. Instead, we should understand them as strategic practices of agency and
resistance (Fukofuka & Yong, 2023). We will see later, in the methodology section, how these
aspects will be operationalized in the present study.

2.2 Artisanal Fishing and Accounting in Traditional and Indigenous Communities

Artisanal fishing is a small-scale activity focused on family consumption and local
commercialization. According to the National Department of Works Against Drought
(DNOCS, 2023), it is carried out with low-tech tools, such as lines, nets, and small boats.
Depending on the regional context, it has historically taken on different economic functions,
serving as an important source of subsistence, income generation, and cultural preservation for
traditional communities (Vieiraet al., 2021; Oliveira & Alves, 2021; Domingos & Braga Junior,
2024).

Within this productive and sociocultural context, artisanal fishing mobilizes its own
organizational and management structures, giving rise to accounting practices that adapt to the

dynamics and values of the communities. These practices are not always based on formal
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records and take alternative forms linked to oral tradition, experience, and collective
agreements.

In a Sri Lankan fishing community, Jayasinghe and Thomas (2009) demonstrate that
accounting practices based on oral tradition, memory, and social agreements continue to be
used despite external pressures, such as formal schooling and the introduction of standardized
accounting instruments. The authors describe sharing schemes, informal credit, and profit
distribution that function as systems of meaning, legitimacy, and power. Using Giddens's
structuration theory, they demonstrate how these practices shape social reproduction and
preserve community identities. These are legitimate forms of accounting that organize fishing
work and management, as observed in Amazonian communities.

On the other hand, Pratama et al. (2019) identified the use of elements of classical
accounting, such as the cash basis and the LIFO method, as well as principles such as
conservatism and agency theory, among fishermen from the Using tribe in Indonesia. These
instruments are, however, culturally appropriate, reinterpreted according to local values, and
transmitted intergenerationally.

Finau and Scobie (2022) analyzed indigenous accounting practices during the barter-
based economy of the COVID-19 pandemic. During these exchanges, goods and services were
traded without money, and values were defined by mutual needs, reciprocity, and social
cohesion. Inspired by the concept of "old ways and new means," the authors argue that these
practices are not a return to the past but rather creative adaptations of ancestral knowledge in
response to new challenges. This perspective challenges the rigidity of accounting definitions.

These studies reinforce the idea that accounting practices play a crucial role in the
organization of social and economic relations, even in contexts where oral communication and

non-monetary exchanges predominate. In the Amazonian context, Oliveira and Alves (2021)
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demonstrate how oral knowledge informs the management and commercialization of crabs by
integrating the observation of tides, territorial knowledge, and community connections.

The analyzed studies identified various mechanisms, including oral calculation, social
rule-based sharing, informal credit, cash systems, stock assessment, agency relationships,
cultural rituals of social responsibility, barter economies, and memory- and reciprocity-based
recordkeeping. Though different from formal models, these accounting systems are influenced
by local rationalities and play essential roles in fishing management and maintaining traditional
ways of life. As Fernandes and Moser (2021) point out, the history of the Amazon is marked
by the systematic exclusion of its peoples, particularly riverine communities. The economic
practices of these communities challenge the logic of productivity and reveal alternative ways
of organizing work, the economy, and relationships with territory.

When considered in accounting research, these elements encourage observation of
practices based on oral tradition, non-monetary exchanges, and distinctive cultural
organizations — dimensions that will be examined more closely in the next section.

3. METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

This study aims to understand how accounting practices are socially constituted and
mobilized in the daily lives of artisanal fishermen on Marajé Island. To achieve this goal, we
adopted a qualitative approach focused on understanding social phenomena from the
perspective of the research subjects. In line with the interpretive tradition in accounting (Dey,
2017), we emphasize the centrality of context and lived experiences as the foundation for
constructing knowledge. From this perspective, we view people from traditional communities
as subjects with agency rather than as powerless objects.

In traditional contexts, oral tradition plays a central role in the construction and
transmission of knowledge. Therefore, there is a link between knowledge, experience, and oral

tradition, which can be best accessed through oral history as a methodological strategy. Oral
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narratives incorporate knowledge linked to community experience and life, making them a
powerful methodological strategy, especially in decolonial approaches. Similarly, Fernandes
and Aguiar (2020) emphasize the formative role of life narratives in producing experiential
knowledge. In the field of artisanal fishing, Silva et al. (2024) demonstrate that knowledge is
transmitted through daily interactions, listening, and observing practices.

To access the situated accounting, we conduct interviews based on a localist
understanding (Qu & Dumay, 2011). In this type of interview, the resulting narratives are
considered situated accounts of the phenomenon. In other words, the interview is not a neutral
channel but rather the locus of production of the reported knowledge (Holstein & Gubrium,
1997). The authors argue that interviews characterize everyday life based on what is said during
the interaction between interviewer and interviewee. These interactions address central themes
in the interviewee's life and their specific experiences within their world. There is an openness
to new and unforeseen phenomena rather than imposing ready-made structures or categories,
even when focusing on specific topics such as accounting.

Thus, the choice to use the oral history strategy, operationalized through interviews, is
justified in order to recognize the participants' voices as legitimate sources of knowledge about
the accounting practices developed in their territory.

3.1. Research Context and Operationalization

The research was conducted in the Bacuri community, which is located in the Cachoeira
do Arari municipality on Marajé Island in the state of Para (see figures 1 and 2). This region is
characterized by its artisanal fishing, a primary source of income for many local families

(Moreira et al., 2024).
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Figure 1 Cachoeira do Arari on the map of Brazil. Figure 2 Cachoeira do Arari on the map of Maraj6 Island.
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According to data from the Ministry of Fishing and Aquaculture (2024), Brazilian fishing
communities account for over 60% of the fish consumed in the country. In the state of Par3,
artisanal fishing is the primary economic activity. The municipality of Cachoeira do Arari has
about 25,000 inhabitants and an estimated 6,876 artisanal fishermen.

The Bacuri community was selected to focus exclusively on fishing activity and avoid
identity overlaps with other categories, such as quilombola reserve status. This delimitation
sought to preserve the scope of the study by focusing on the specific dynamics of artisanal
fishing without engaging in intersectional debates of a racial nature. Thus, we aimed to ensure
consistency between the research objectives and the profile of the empirical field.

We made the first contact with the participants in person after conducting a preliminary
survey to identify active fishermen in the community. Nine interlocutors who expressed interest
in collaborating on the research were selected. The main selection criterion was experience,
seeking interlocutors with long-standing involvement in artisanal fishing. The participants'

profiles are presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Profile of respondents (April-May 2023)
Identification Age Sex Education
Interviewee 01 39 Male 4th grade / Elementary school
Interviewee 02 38 Male 6th grade / Elementary School
Interviewee 03 37 Male 2nd year / High School

Interviewee 04 49 Male 4th grade / Elementary school
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Interviewee 05 40 Male 4th grade / Elementary School
Interviewee 06 40 Male 1st year / High School

Interviewee 07 37 Male 5th grade / Elementary school
Interviewee 08 31 Male 5th grade / Elementary School
Interviewee 09 39 Male 4th grade / Elementary School

Source: Prepared by the authors.

The data were collected from April to May of 2023 through face-to-face interviews that
lasted between six and 21 minutes. Audio recordings were made with the participants' consent
and were subsequently transcribed. Informed consent forms were presented and signed at the
beginning of each interview. The question script was developed based on the literature and
adapted from studies by Morales (2018), Nascimento (2007), and Salgado (2021). It was

structured into three thematic blocks, as shown in Table 2.

Table 2
Interview Script
Groups Question
Is fishing your family's primary source of income?

Identification of the o\ many of your family members are fishermen?
fisherman's profile

Do you own or rent a boat?

How long have you been fishing?

What purpose does fishing serve for you?

Characterization of  ave you ever participated in another income-generating activity?
fishing activity

Why did you start working in fishing?

What are your expectations regarding fishing? (For example, to have your children
continue the business, to improve your finances, or for other reasons.)

Do you separate your personal expenses from your fishing expenses?

Do you keep track of and/or control your personal expenses?

Do you set a profit target?

Identification of Do you follow a budget or spending plan?
accounting practices

Can you identify the costs associated with purchasing a product?

When buying on credit, do you compare installment/credit stores?

How would you rate your knowledge of managing your own money?

Where did you acquire most of your knowledge about managing money?
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What do you think you need to do to better manage your finances?
Source: Adapted from Morales (2018), Nascimento (2007), and Salgado (2021).

The interviews aimed to capture the participants' profiles, characteristics of their fishing
activities, and financial organizational practices. Through attentive listening and the creation of
a trusting environment, the participants were able to share their experiences, knowledge, and
personal approaches to managing work and life. Our presence in the territory, the accessible
language used in conducting the interviews, and the recognition of the value of the shared
narratives fostered this bond.

3.2  Data Analysis and Interpretation

Due to the exploratory nature of the research, which aims to conduct a preliminary
verification of the field, the content analysis technique was adopted as a data analysis strategy.
This approach allows us to identify emerging patterns and categories, which will serve as a
basis for more in-depth future investigations. Content analysis provides a systematic structure
for organizing and interpreting the collected data, contributing to an understanding of the
nuances and complexities of the phenomenon being studied.

The definition of analytical categories followed a progressive, interpretive process based
on the theoretical framework of the research. We adopted the coding and categorization scheme
proposed by Saldafia (2009), which was developed in successive stages of organizing, grouping,
and refining qualitative data. The interviews were transcribed in full, totaling 51 pages. From
these transcripts, units of record were identified based on thematic recurrence and relevance to
the study objectives. These units were coded descriptively, resulting in an initial set of codes.

Next, the codes were grouped by affinity based on similarities in content and meaning.
Initially, the statements were spread across multiple topics and then regrouped into broader
analytical axes. The units of meaning were then reorganized around four central dimensions

that structure the next section of the analysis: (i) lessons learned from fishing, (ii) ways of
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organizing fishing, (iii) everyday financial knowledge, and (iv) time and relationship
management. Table 3 summarizes this process, which culminated in the identification of two
main analytical categories: accounting as empirical and adaptive knowledge and accounting as

ancestral knowledge.

Table 3
Categories and units of analysis
Analytical Groupmg .bY Initial thematic code Unit of record
category thematic affinity
Informal and family money Empirical family
management
management
- Self-management
. - Informal record keepin
Everyday financial Expense control an_d informal - Partial control ping
knowledge record keeping - Memorization of expenses
- Financial autonomy
Accounting as Financial autonomy and resilience - Pract_ical knowledgg
empirical and - Continuous adaptation
adaptive Varizbl :
knowledge Learning to manage Goal setting and variable - vanaplegoal
. AT - Seasonal predictability
time predictability . .
- Economic uncertainty
Impact of losses and - Risk and loss
Counting, unpredictability - Loss of materials

separating,
predicting: ways of
organizing fishing

- Expense planning
- Essential control
- Financial prioritization

Planning and control of essential
expenses

Early start in fishing - Beginning in the activity

Lessons from

L= Family transmission of knowledge - Learning process
fishing: knowledge

Accounting as

ancestral g:‘atdrunz in thhe Fishing as a cultural and community - Cultural legacy
knowledge 00 r?\?ermt € activity - Family legacy

Ancestral accounting knowledge as - Pride
a source of pride

Source: Prepared by the authors.

The categories were organized with attention to internal consistency and alignment with
the study objectives. The researchers made analytical decisions collaboratively, based on a joint
reading of the transcripts, comparison of the codes produced, and validation of the thematic
groupings. This collective approach enhanced the consistency and transparency of the

interpretive process.
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In analytical terms, we aimed to enhance the reliability, accuracy, inclusiveness,
resonance, and coherence of the interpretations, which are considered fundamental criteria for
good qualitative research (Perakyia, 1997; Tracy, 2010).

4, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents and discusses the accounting practices of artisanal fishermen on
Marajé Island, as revealed through oral narratives collected during the research. The analysis
is organized into four dimensions constructed based on the theoretical framework and the
participants' statements. Throughout the discussion, we highlight how situated accounting
knowledge emerges from experience, oral tradition, and community relations. This challenges
normative models and values other forms of rationality.

4.1  Accounting as Ancestral Knowledge

In this subsection, we present the dimension of accounting as ancestral knowledge, which
is transmitted intergenerationally within the context of Marajo Island's artisanal fishing
tradition. Beyond the functional nature of the techniques, accounting is not only a management
tool but also a constitutive part of fishing identity — a living knowledge learned firsthand
through interaction with the craft and territory. The reports show that this knowledge is acquired
from childhood through interaction with parents and grandparents and is rooted in oral tradition,
affection, and collective experience.

4.1.1 Lessons learned from fishing: Knowledge that runs in the blood and in the river

The life trajectories of artisanal fishermen on Marajé Island reveal that they enter into
fishing during childhood or adolescence. "I started working when | was 12" (Interviewee 05)
and "since I was 8 [...] a long time ago" (Interviewee 08) are examples of how fishing becomes
a viable option early on, if not the only option, due to a lack of educational opportunities and
the need to provide for oneself. Interviewee 04 recalls: "Studying wasn't that easy, was it? So |

decided to go into fishing."
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Fishing is more than a pragmatic choice; it is a socially constructed heritage. Many of the
fishermen interviewed are descendants of fishing families, pointing to a process of knowledge
transmission through coexistence, observation, and practice. Interviewee 09 states: "It runs in
the family, doesn't it? My grandfather, my father, my uncles [...] we grew up watching them do
it." This process is rooted in the territory and sustained by oral tradition. As shown by Fernandes
etal. (2021), Durdes and Ramos (2021), and Oliveira and Alves (2021), it characterizes the way
of learning in Amazonian communities.

Therefore, fishing takes on multiple meanings: it is work, sustenance, identity, and
sometimes leisure as well. According to Interviewee 07: "In this case, it's more about sustaining
ourselves. It's like, also a bit for fun [...] because when we're there, we enjoy it too." This
overlap is similar to the concept of accounting as a situated social practice (Ahrens & Chapman,
2007), which is inseparable from the experience of living in a community (Holstein & Gubrium,
1997).

In this sense, learning how to fish is inseparable from learning basic forms of organization
and control. Technical knowledge, knowledge of the river, and management knowledge go
hand in hand. As Roberts (2020) points out, practical learning plays a central role in historical
business accounting contexts. In the case of the Marajoara people, it can be said that fishermen
learn not only fishing techniques but also how to manage their resources and make decisions
based on a rationality built on practice.

Nevertheless, this inherited knowledge is not immune to the difficulties imposed by the
activity. The interviewees describe the challenges they face while fishing: "It's quite a difficult
occupation™ (Interviewee 02) and "l fish to support my family, who knows, to give my children
a better future™ (Interviewee 01). These statements reveal a dilemma: fishing provides
sustenance but also limits. It is both a craft and an obstacle. Accounting participates in this

dilemma as well: it is a tool for subsistence and, at the same time, a marker of limits.
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For this reason, continuing the tradition is not desirable for some fishermen: "I don't want
this for my children. Not this future” (Interviewee 02). This ambivalence expresses a structural
tension between recognizing inherited knowledge, which is vital for fishing management, and
desiring living conditions that this knowledge alone cannot guarantee.

Nevertheless, accounting knowledge undeniably emerges as an integral part of everyday
fishing life, learned through hands-on experience with the craft from parents and elders. As
Jayasinghe and Thomas (2009) and Mustafa (2009) have proposed, it involves situated,
culturally informed accounting that is not dissociated from community life. This life is
understood as the intertwining of craft, coexistence, and territory. This perspective is in
dialogue with Finau and Scobie's (2022) perspective on adaptive and dynamic knowledge.

When analyzing narratives about the beginnings of a life in fishing, it becomes clear that
traditional and accounting knowledge do not emerge as separate spheres, but rather as parts of
the same practical, intergenerational learning process. In this context, accounting is not taught
in a classroom setting, but rather, it is incorporated into the daily life of fishing as an adaptive,
relational practice situated in collective experience.

In addition to knowledge transmission being functional, the reports show that accounting
learning is also an affective and identity-forming practice. By learning from their parents or
grandparents how to manage fishing, the fishermen absorb ways of thinking and organizing
their lives, such as controlling earnings, dividing resources, and paying attention to expenses.
Thus, accounting becomes part of what it means to be a fisherman. This knowledge is learned
through living and is intertwined with affection, necessity, and belonging. This process is
described as sensitive and oral learning by Bosi (1994) and Fernandes et al. (2021). It asserts
itself as epistemological resistance to dominant instrumental reason (Vidwans & Silva, 2023).

4.2  Accounting as Empirical and Adaptive Knowledge
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The practices observed in Marajoara artisanal fishing express dimensions of both
empirical and adaptive knowledge. Empirical knowledge is evident in how the fishermen
manage their finances based on experience, oral learning, and daily practice, supported by
observation, memory, and intergenerational coexistence. Adaptive knowledge, on the other
hand, is evident in how the fishermen cope with the instability of fishing. They use their
accounting practices to adapt to climate variations, seasonal changes, and community demands.
This ability consists of learning from uncertainties, planning reserves for the winter, and
reducing waste.

4.2.1 Counting, separating, predicting: Ways of organizing fishing

In the daily life of artisanal fishing, financial management naturally extends from the
organization of life itself. Fishermen take responsibility for managing their resources and
separating personal expenses from fishing-related expenses. For example, Interviewee 07 said:
"[...] you have to separate them so you don't get confused [...] these are boat expenses, they're
different from my expenses.” This distinction reveals an intuitive yet essential understanding of
accounting as a tool for organization and planning.

Although not everyone formalizes their records, financial control exists in forms adapted
to the context. Interviewee 07 states: "I had to take note, right? To have that control, what was
spent.” In these cases, memory, oral tradition, and experience serve as substitutes for formal
records, functioning as mechanisms of control and accounting planning. This was observed by
Jayasinghe and Thomas (2009) in fishing communities in Sri Lanka. Most fishermen can read
and write and perform basic mathematical operations. This allows them to use simple notes,
although oral records predominate. Limited access to digital technologies reinforces the
centrality of oral tradition and experience in everyday accounting organization.

The idea of a profit target emerges in the statements as an expectation, albeit an imprecise

one: "[...] we have a goal like that, right? To... to make some good money" (Interviewee 07).
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At the same time, they recognize the instability of the activity: "[...] no, because our income
doesn't have a fixed profit [...] it depends on the fishing itself" (Interviewee 02). This oscillation
between predictability and uncertainty requires management skills honed through experience.
This practical construction of accounting knowledge reinforces Ahrens and Chapman's (2007)
notion that accounting is a social practice situated in daily routines and meanings.

In studying accounting practices in indigenous contexts, Finau and Scobie (2022) showed
how accounting rationality adjusts to seasonality, the natural environment, and the need for
reciprocity. A similar process occurs in Marajoara fishing. Over time, fishermen learn to predict
their spending and potential profits at certain times of the year. "We already have that mindset
of how much money will be spent,” comments Interviewee 07.

In this context, accounting rationality is not focused on profit maximization, but rather on
the sustainability of the activity and maintenance of family life. Practices such as cutting
unnecessary expenses and researching prices before buying reveal careful and conscious
management: "[...] we see where it's cheapest [...] so it's a little cheaper for us" (Interviewee
08). These strategies reinforce Narayan and Oru's (2024) notion of accounting as a moral and
social practice linked to not only technique but also material conditions and community
relations. Mustafa (2009) also argues that accounting knowledge is best understood when
considered alongside the experiences and cultural values of practitioners.

Thus, although they are far from formal accounting standards, the fishermen demonstrate
a set of practices that fulfill classic accounting functions such as planning, recording,
controlling, and decision-making. These practices are shaped by the specifics of the local
context and accumulated experience, reaffirming accounting as practical, situated, and
culturally informed knowledge.

The separation of personal and fishing expenses, memorization of costs, and oral records

reveal a logic of care, distinction, and responsibility, expressing more than mere technical
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actions. The act of not confusing expenses also affirms boundaries between the collective and
the individual, and between work and home. This distinction has ethical implications, as
accounting operates as a relational language that organizes coexistence and translates values
learned in everyday life (Jayasinghe & Thomas, 2009).

The official fishing ban calendar suspends fishing in the Amazon regions between
February and May, coinciding with the river's flood season. It is no coincidence that the
fishermen distinguish between "summer" (May to January), the peak fishing season, and
"winter" (February to May), when they resort to the aforementioned financial reserves. The
connection between the hydrological cycle, the legal ban, and savings practices supports the
idea that local accounting adapts to seasonal changes.

4.2.2 Everyday financial knowledge — "*Awareness is the bait that attracts good results"

Even without formal training in finance, the artisanal fishermen demonstrate clear
strategies and insights into managing their resources. Many positively assess their ability to
manage money. "I've been working all these years [...] so the management is right, it's good
[...] I think it's excellent,” states Interviewee 03 with confidence. Interviewee 07 acknowledges
specific difficulties but agrees: "But I have... | have that control.”

These reports reveal an awareness built on practical experience, which aligns with the
notion of empirical knowledge discussed by Fernandes and Aguiar (2020) and Silva et al.
(2024). In contexts where formal education is limited, fishermen develop their financial
knowledge by observing, experimenting, and adjusting their decisions over time. As Mustafa
(2009) points out, accounting knowledge acquires real meaning when interpreted based on the
cultural experiences of the subjects, as occurs in these reports.

In addition to control, there is a constant concern with the sustainability of the activity.
Many interviewees associate good management with reducing waste. "Sometimes, people have

money in their hands and don't know what to do with it. They spend it on nonsense. [...] So, I
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believe that's it. Don't waste it" (Interviewee 09). This idea of not spending on nonsense extends
beyond domestic economy, reflecting a rationality driven by efficiency and livelihood
preservation.

The seasonal nature of fishing requires financial planning that adapts to climate and
production variations: "[...] we keep track of the money we earn from fishing so we can also get
through the winter” (Interviewee 08). This statement illustrates the importance of building
financial reserves for the closed season (February to May), when fishing is legally prohibited.
This management strategy, which involves anticipating challenges and creating reserves, aligns
with a model of prudential rationality that is sensitive to the uncertainties of nature. This concept
was also identified by Finau and Scobie (2022) in Pacific indigenous communities.

Despite this everyday expertise, there is a recognition that improvements are possible.
"Save more... | think I should save a little more of certain things," admits Interviewee 05. This
acknowledgment of one's limitations is paradoxically a sign of maturity and openness to
continuous learning, which ties into the concept of accounting as a reflective and adaptive
practice (Narayan & Oru, 2024).

Thus, what we observe is not an absence of accounting rationality but the presence of
situated, empirical rationality different from that formalized in technical manuals. This lived
accounting combines attention, memory, effort, and intuition and is deeply anchored in
everyday life and local needs. Vidwans and Silva (2023) argue that these practical
epistemologies, rooted in experience, are legitimate forms of knowledge.

Financial management, marked by deliberate decisions about spending and saving,
reveals a rationality guided by prudence and balance. The fishermen associate accounting with
an attitude of attention and wisdom by stating that "awareness is the bait that attracts good
results." This connection between management and awareness demonstrates that controlling

resources is a moral endeavor in this context, a means of safeguarding the family and
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maintaining stability amidst the uncertainties of riverside life. As Narayan and Oru (2024) point
out, accounting in traditional contexts is a morally informed practice, not just a technique. This
reaffirms Ahrens and Chapman's (2007) understanding that accounting is a social practice
rooted in everyday interactions and local cultural values.

4.2.3 Learning to manage time — "It isn't enough to fish; you have to know how to
manage"

The experience accumulated over the years is one of the main sources of learning in
artisanal fishing management. For the fishermen, knowledge does not come from courses or
training but from daily practice, observation, and interaction with their elders. "It was more
about the fishing. Because we go, we learn [...] our parents pass on their experience, and we
learn,” comments Interviewee 07. This form of learning relates to the idea of embodied and
orally transmitted knowledge — knowledge built through direct contact with reality, as noted by
Fernandes et al. (2021) and Bosi (1994).

In this context, lived time is more than just a chronological dimension. It is also a time of
learning how to manage money, relationships, and the cycles of nature. "I've been working all
these years [...] and I think I've been working with the same team for eight years,” says
Interviewee 03. This highlights that managing time and people is an ongoing learning process
shaped by practice and relationships.

Even those who are confident in their management abilities recognize that there is room
for improvement. "So far, so good, right? I don’t know if I'll improve more from here on out,”
comments Interviewee 07. This desire to improve reflects an active and open attitude toward
learning and is consistent with the concept of accounting as a reflective and situated practice
(Narayan & Oru, 2024). As Ahrens and Chapman (2007) argue, this knowledge stems from the
interaction between social contexts and everyday practices rather than from formalized

technical knowledge.
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The interviewees also emphasize the importance of external support, particularly from
cooperatives or training programs, in improving their management skills. "If we had a
cooperative that came to support us [...] it'd be better,” says Interviewee 04. Structured
initiatives could provide technical knowledge and strengthen the autonomy of the fishermen by
respecting their ways of learning and managing.

The interviewees also highlighted the difficulties they face in day-to-day management. In
addition to maintenance and material costs — "the biggest difficulty is [...] the cost of
maintaining the boat" (Interviewee 02) — the fishermen mentioned challenges in working
relationships and trust among colleagues. "One of the biggest difficulties is camaraderie [...]
because not everyone is trustworthy" (Interviewee 09). This shows that management involves
people, emotions, and networks of trust, not only numbers.

Therefore, learning to manage in the context of artisanal fishing involves much more than
mastering techniques. It means developing practical and relational intelligence based on
experience, observation, and listening to elders. This knowledge articulates life and
management, revealing accounting as an affective, communal, and situated practice.

The reports reveal that learning to manage also means learning to live together by
respecting the rhythm of the waters, people, and work. The difficulties related to trust and
cooperation demonstrate that accounting extends beyond numbers to include relationships.
Thus, the management of time and resources emerges as communal knowledge integrating
affections, memory, and commitment to the continuity of collective life, as Mustafa (2009) and
Roberts (2020) propose in their treatment of accounting as an experience- and interaction-based
practice.

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS
This study examined how accounting practices are socially constructed and utilized in the

daily lives of artisanal fishermen on Marajo Island. We began with the hypothesis that
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accounting knowledge is not confined to institutional environments. Throughout the analysis,
we identified forms of accounting rooted in experience, oral tradition, and relationships with
nature and the community.

The group analyzed in this study consisted of nine male artisanal fishermen from the
Bacuri community, aged between 31 and 49, with low levels of education. This sample reflected
the community's prevailing reality and aimed to capture the fishermen's accumulated
experience in artisanal fishing. However, future studies could benefit from a more precise and
diverse sociodemographic approach, which would broaden the comparative scope of the
findings.

The accounting practices observed in this study articulate intergenerational knowledge,
work and resource organization, expenditure control, seasonal planning, and conscious money
management. The rationality that emerges from these practices is situated, relationally prudent,
and morally informed, as was also identified in the research of Jayasinghe and Thomas (2009),
Finau and Scobie (2022), and Narayan and Oru (2024). Recognizing accounting as a situated
practice yielded two analytical categories as a theoretical contribution: accounting as ancestral
knowledge and accounting as empirical and adaptive knowledge.

These practices are ancestral because they have been passed down from previous
generations through oral tradition within families and are rooted in the relationship with the
territory and natural cycles. They are also empirical because they were developed through
everyday experience, learning by doing, and careful observation of work and community life.
Finally, they are adaptive because they function as a tool for adapting to seasonal variations,
the uncertainties of fishing, and the demands of local subsistence.

This study brings together the empirical and adaptive dimensions of the accounting
practices used by fishermen on Marajo6 Island. It shows that accounting knowledge emerges

from everyday experience and that the fishermen use accounting practices to adapt to
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socioeconomic and environmental conditions. This knowledge is empirical because it is based
on practical experience and oral learning and adaptive because it responds to climatic variations,
the seasonality of fishing, and economic instability.

This triad demonstrates that accounting in this context is not limited to a neutral technique
but rather takes on a living, situated, relational form. It is knowledge that is rooted in collective
memory and informed by community values that are continuously adjusted to present
conditions. Integrating these three dimensions offers a comprehensive answer to the research
question, demonstrating that the fishermen construct and transform their own management,
control, and planning methods in a manner consistent with their realities, needs, and ways of
life. Recognizing these practices as legitimate forms of management aligns the work with
critical and decolonial perspectives and opens space for listening to other forms of knowledge
— knowledge that springs from the mud, the net, the oar, and the tides.

Furthermore, the findings suggest that the accounting practices identified operate as forms
of control and planning geared toward balance, prudence, and continuity of the activity, even
in the absence of formal records. These practices contribute to the sustainability of artisanal
fishing by strengthening economic autonomy, preserving social relations, and aligning resource
use with environmental conditions and community values.

Regarding the research limitations, it is worth noting the difficulty of accessing
participants during the interview period due to their intense work schedules and lack of digital
communication methods. Additionally, since the interviews were conducted during the active
fishing season, there were no reports on productive diversification during the closed season.
These absences limit the analysis of the adaptive dimension of daily practices, a topic that
remains on the agenda for future research, especially longitudinal studies that monitor the
Amazonian closed season in real time. Additionally, the scarcity of research focused

specifically on artisanal fishing has restricted theoretical exploration of certain practices.
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Nevertheless, by highlighting the accounting practices used by fishermen in the Marajo region,
the study expands the field of accounting by bringing to light historically invisible and
epistemologically marginalized practices.

The analyzed reports show that for artisanal fishermen, "performance” does not equate to
profit margin or measured productivity. Rather, it is defined as the ability to ensure family
subsistence, maintain exchange networks, and live with dignity in harmony with the cycles of
nature. In this sense, this study invites accounting to rethink its metrics. How can we measure
enough? How can the value of non-monetary exchanges, shared time, and food caught for direct
consumption be measured? Rather than proposing performance indicators for fishermen to
adopt, accounting must be willing to learn from these experiences and develop recording and
evaluation methods consistent with lifestyles based on sufficiency, reciprocity, and local
sustainability.

For future research, we recommend investigating the meanings and significance of
accounting as it is understood by traditional populations using ethnographic and
phenomenological approaches. Comparative studies between communities in different
locations (riverine, coastal, and urban) could broaden our understanding of the diversity of
accounting practices. Additionally, adopting intersectional perspectives that consider gender,
generation, and race as structuring elements of local accounting practices is recommended.
Participatory methodologies should be developed for the collective construction of accounting
instruments that respect local knowledge and strengthen the autonomous management of
territories. Furthermore, as highlighted by Mendes et al. (2020), Sauerbronn et al. (2023), and
Vera-Colina et al. (2025), there is an urgent need for a critical review of academic curricula in
the accounting field, with the aim of overcoming the hegemony of normative and

instrumentalized models and promoting plural, sensitive, and situated epistemologies.
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